WSjlLOF^fl? 


i 

TOPIC. 

25^1 A 

2$XTX 

EV’ALUATiOM. 



Soviat Troors ir. t.he Banst .^rd Qra-iriya 


PU-.CE Of:;TAi 



REMARKS. 


B X1X 
SOURCE 



2:jXIMrE OF CONTE 
2j xJp^TE OBTAiNED. 

REFERENCES 

PARES ENCLOSURES (NO, a TYPE!, 


..DATE PREPAFEDJifL.-Jjl'ia.J.aSL 




Fror. 500 to 600 Soviet tr ops have boen stationed in Timisoara (R 16/T 91) 
since the end of the ware Th-e:>^ ifere quartered in the former Eumaiiian 5th 
Rifle Kegt Barrackri and i > private houses o A lar^.a Soviet unit noved Into 
the o3.d Transyl varda Barr.cks and the Lenaix Barracks xr. the fall of 19U9o 
All vehicles of this unit '/ere narked -with a swallow o In Au^^ust 1950 .> the unit 
was replaced by a still 1 unit x^Iiich arrived from an easterly direction 
and had an oblique (schrg srxestellten) xvhite bear on its vehicles « Tlte unit 
relieved departed weetwariso ( 1 ) 


Prior to 15 April 1951® tin Soviet >ieadquarters controlling! all trooi^s in 
the Banat wc'S located on :he south side of Piata Libertati (Liberty Square ),j 
opposite the former Prim^rla (*k>wB hall) o At the headquarto s xTore three 
(generals 5 one of whom won two stars and the other two one star each.. These 
cenePnals uer^e still at ti» rjoat in »^ril 1951 ^ Source did not know of any 
inspectiens of the post 1/ hi,^h^ran.king Seviot officers .v (2) He orJ.y knew 
that one Oeneral ^.^rilinoVt'^ij, (fnu)j 5 stayed in Euciania tempoiTirlly in 19it?» (3) 

3* The Soviet militar^y post leadquarters was in the former German post headquarters 
build iug on Parlserstreei , Prior tc February or March ISSl? it X7as on Diaco- 
novic Lo£:a Street o 
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do All Soviet troops were uttered in x^ennanent barracks installations and all 
off .leers in private Iic'm- 5o The off leers had sp<ecial passes granting them 
libarty to move about,^ Ii late 1950^ entiiB residential areas were requisitiom 
ed so that all officers yrald be billeted in one areao Most of the Sovie . 
t:*cop3 were veterans^ andiiany of them v^ore xyar decorations o It was not 
rbserired whether any larg< groups of recruits bad arrived ^ 
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vdthoilt Duaale brake « All. of the tan'"® observed were r^iarked v.lth a r^id staix 
and a threo-dirit nunber on their turrets g The tanks did not have M i-nachlne 
CunSo Hov/evor,s the troops xvere equipped r.ith numerous AA f:ims ol' about 76 rm\ 
Tilthout rr-uzale brakes o 6one of th.ese ^;:uns v/ere perr/iane.ntlj*' er-ij^Iaced at the \ 
neiv alrrield and near the hunting; hoods in neu^eral 57-v«rxi AT 

Tjore also ob\served<, No other artillery pieces^ rocket launchars^ or hea'vy 
nortars x’/ere seen at the pnst^ Tears of two soldiers each v^ore repofr.ely men 
earrj/tnt 3 v/eapnn consistiap of a slin barrel^ about two r.etcrs l.onC;. vrith a 
biitt^like device oo its crKL: an d ccnvas-^covercd bolt r.ochauisn rortm;i’d of 

this weapon produced a v~^ry sh.arr> repoj't wften 
anre near the Hunting hoods t 


\ 


the butt.f 
it vmv fired at 


?o !Ic lar^o-scsle naneuvers v/ore obner'vcjd durlnr tho Butmer and fall of 1750^ 

However^ aL^ioct every oV'-or day diirlnf, tl'C secotx^ half of !hirc'i txvainluf, 

escercises for part of the troopc .fron t^'o lastirc one xvhole nlxbt^ v^oro 

held In the area texvard C-aealaz (P. I6/T 81) Cunf'tre from hc.Tj ;7 reavtuis and 
detonstlnns tvore heard frc.r this nroa.. Soviet troops Vi'erc also seen practlc« 
ir^ street flrlnp vn.th anL^unlti.on in the outskirts of tho city In earlv 

1951. 


8 a The Soviet troops in Tir-lsoara received ration sap-. lies j, and probably « POL 

supx^iies fror, the Kanianlan authorities o T’nere was no Soviet supply adnlnistration 
A rallroadr.an statc3c1 that the Soviet troops in Tir'd soar a v*cGclved one trainload 
of fuel rrjcmthlyo 


9c Tiio Soviet troops In Tirf soars and Buzias v;ero partv*? of the sai';e rr.ajor unit. 

April I 95 I 9 the troor.s in P^nzins n-iovcd into lox^ wooden barracks building;® 
newly constructed in the soiitlrwesbcrn sector of the tovin^ The billeting 
capacity of these quarters was ro.-ghly entlnated nt 1,60G troops ,> Bus las 
residents stated that the weapons of the troops ifjcXudod tanks* lk> Rurrianian 
troops were stationed in Bug las 


10. 


Uo 


troops and nilltary vcbiclos in the border towns 
of ■(■{ 16/T 60), Data (Y 3.0 A 91 ), and Der^ta (Y ISA' 

91 ) o Eicfanlan box’dar ■:uard units v/i th esrvlco 

color were stationed in this sector of the Ru?,5;anlai>»YuroslDv border <. TV-Gna 
border guard personnel occupied the forx^ard line of a system of fire trenchesr 
In additicn^j there f/ere three more lines of trenchns with liunkor-tppne dugoutsA 
In late T^arch 1951 > source observed that tlie line fart'ient from the border 
v/as occupied by military personnel f/hom ha could not identify as either Rumanian 
or Soviet e Local residents, hovTOver, stated that Sov5.et troop.s moved Into 
this defense systom for t’-o firnst time in January lS>ilc 

No improT^enent or onlargenent of the hlrhways In the area between Timisoara aivi 
the Yuposlav border observed, nor were there any ammihiitlon or 

supply bases c Bo measures indic.at:b;c cf preparations for war were seen in the 
border aroac Rowever, the population of Timisoara T/a& in a ntata cf alarm 
on account of the alleged movement of Soviet troors into the defense :^ystem 
along the berder*^ Hot even during the Tlto«Cominfor.m crisis in 19h9 h-ad Servlet, 
troops occupied the border area near TlmlsDara,-, Civilian residents at 

liberty to move aboixt in a circiimi’erence of 30 kn. around Timisoara in the 
direction of the bord^rp. IlDwever, persons who tad urgent rGasoas to enter the 
border area proper coajl.c do so ordy wh.en they had recelvod special penrilssicn 
from Rumanian state security authorities . 
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In ti’e fall of 19h9 Soviet troo: s *:oi/ed to ^wrad (K 16/U l6)a They prol^ably 
moved toward the xvest in Aupu.st ITyvOj. as the troops in TirrJsoar’a did . (5) In 
April 1951;* Soviet officers vrearlnr; tank insignia and other offlce>rs -tdth red 
service color obsox'vf^d in Araclo Source learned in Arad t!;at Soviet troops 

were also stationed in Llpova (H IS/IJ 3^0. 
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<ild not 
r>D¥i(-yt troops 


that Soviet troops 
' did net knovr or 


■men neiv Soviet troops appjared in the Bnnat in Aurust 1950 ■ 
observe any noticeable tra/'i’ic bott-reen these new troons and’ * 
stationed in the border area of southeastern Hunpary.,* 

vehlclos ;wuld cross' thSSSSSSn 
borcei at will anc .vithout any clearance fron national authorities.. 

llu En route to Bucharest on 2’H ?^arch 19^1 r= * j. 

33;^3WB3r S!mad Th 

of a Soviet RTO at the station indicated definitely t^at T 

post was in the Craiova district. In Bucharest, bram^ 

ol .lOvSet rjilitary vehicles. He confirned that a Sruri et hpgr!r.iin,. 4 -ov./ .., 

the Ambassador Hotel in Bucharest. Letters r®cSver?u ,-u.f 

1950 stated that new Srnriet troops Had 1 ustUBWHPIIIlv i. v” ' 
me^er of the TARS (Ruraantan Airlines cLpa!^)tor*^ 
were also stationed in Constanta (R 53/5i|. /E 71) „ am 

other Soi'l-^t troors in Ra-rania or 'any officers* names or ARIs. (6) 

15o Relations botvsjen Soviet and Romanian troo-.-s wore very strained, t’o hilnt 
exorcises or maneuvers were observed. Tno military post training; arer and 
were u.sed jointly, but always at dlffLent timas. A^SovJet 
and fe^lbvnanian units in Timisoara. Sc;.5et 

=f °"3y for lectures and other recreational activities 

at Che Soviet officers'* club on the west side of Liberty Seuar", THer^wao no 
25X1 X «^ontact whatever between the Soviet and Ewnanian enllstL. personnel.’ 

16„ Shortly before leaving Timisoara, 

sSets! ■” additional billetinji space for the ’ 

The Soviet military units in Timisoara ei-, ployed indigenous v»-en as charwomen 

rit p™K‘sgortfssL“ LM?r“"- 

to adores.-ees abroao could be nailed without restrictions. Apoarenfu there 
the l^ttorn had to be delivered unse^ed to ' 
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^chan^e 


In pneral, tho information on Sotiet trooos in Timisoara or 
of troops In 19h9 and 1950 conf ii»m« r-.r-o,,-. 

J^So^'fo?4er Pamanlam corps hea5uaS2s\SSitf S°the 
of Lioerty Square^ opposite the tenvn hal!l „ 

■^^■robably referred to Karshal R.T.Fallnovski. Inasmuch a.s MaHj-ysVl r- 
eocrmndeis-in^-chief of the Transba ikal-Amur !3) in 19h7, it is imrob^bie tvVt 
he held a military appointment in Ruriania at that tjmeo -le probably a ^ tended 

‘’opacity as foimer cow>ander^in~chLirof 

fw ■‘‘’as the reason given in Runanlan ureas dt soatoH-->«; 

^ ^ Visit to Bucharest in Aupust Press reports cUt^^d 

^ ^-eport stating that he xms in Tiaisoa''a in lota 

chi»f^nf refuted, Falinovski is still carried as coriBUivier..*iv' 

chiv.r of a hi^h'^chelon command apency in the Far Eas^.c 
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(6) ?rev5.ous reports si*' tod thtii Soviet iroo. s in the Craicv'a area vrere also retat-^ 

ed betoeen the fall of 19h9 ^nc- the suru^^or of 1950o Ho Infornation. is available 

on the strength and identity of the troops T'iho are Vielieved to bo stationed 

in the Craiova area at present t. There have been no reports on rotation of 

the Soirlet troops are believed to he le ire Bucharest area<. Ail rej^orts 
available Indicate that an imldcntified Soviot division "is stationed in the 
eastern portion of Riirn^:iniao Compare v.ltU in f onna tl on c o vo r in c the period of 
v/intcr 195o/l 9gl by one s mirce frori BrailOo 

(7) On the vii ole ^ confirmed previous estLmatee on t'''e Sewiet 03 

situation in the Bnnato It has thais bemn fairly deflnitoly established that ■ 
one Soviet division^ probably the 2d Gds Trees Div^ v/r.s transferred iron the 
Banat to southeastern Munpary In 19h9 and/or 195C>. The Hq 2d Gds T’ecs Div may 


have previousl 5 ’" been located In Craiova^ i^herears the headquartors cf the uri'-- 
identif led division nov; carried In the Banat Is bellovcd to be located in 
Timisoara o The question ifneth-rr another Soviet division is nor: stationed In 
trie Bucharest area rust remain openo The troops there are probably cn'ily GHQ 
units or AAA units \¥hlch are subordinate to a hipb-acholon Soviet com^nand 


agency In Rumania c There is no doubt, hoT/ever, that anotaor for lot ch.^vislon^ 
vfnose nunerical. designation and T/O have not been detormined, is located 


in the eastern portion of Rumania o 
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